SOCIAL   CHANGES

stabuli), who was in charge of the horses. These formed the model
for the four great offices at the court of all princes down to the
end of the Middle Ages. For the clerical work, the responsibility
for which the warriors would have been neither willing nor able
to assume, there was a staff of ecclesiastics, having the chancellor
for its head. This is the origin of the chancellery, the name of
which is of Latin origin, and has lasted down to the present
day.

Before arriving at important decisions, Charlemagne would
summon his confidential men, known as counsellors, and ask their
advice. This assembly, the idea of which perhaps originated in
the councils of bishops, served as the model for the councils of
government of later princes. To secure the execution of his orders
Charlemagne, like the Merovingian kings, had a count in every
city who was in charge of all such duties as maintaining order,
presiding over the law-courts, administering the king's domains,
and summoning and leading the fighting forces.
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War was still the chief business of State. For his expeditions to
distant parts Charles required horsemen provided with powerful
defensive armour and possessing the means of equipping them-
selves, for they had to bring their own wagons, implements, and
food. Most of the free men were not in a position to bear this
expense and therefore ceased to go to war. There is no documen-
tary evidence with regard to the composition of the army, but it
seems that it now consisted of none but horsemen. These were
the great nobles, counts, bishops, abbots, and big landowners,
each of whom brought his own escort of armed servants. These
warriors were bound to their leader by a personal agreement;
he called them his emens, and they called him by the popular
Latin name of senior (the elder man). Charlemagne accepted this
custom and used it to strengthen his own authority. He ordered
the lords, the seniores (or seigneurs, as the word became in French),
to bring their men to the army and act as their commanders,
and made it binding upon them in turn to become his own men.
All the great nobles of the realm had to recognize him as their lord,